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spectacular occupation of Baghdad—leaped ahead of
strategy, which was left to lag behind as best it could.
In an attempt to keep up with, or even to lead,
policy General Nixon forced his strategy beyond the
limits which should have been imposed upon him by the
administrative situation. Neither in troops nor in main-
tenance had he any effective reserve with which effectively to
meet the requirements of the policy which he was vigorously
helping to instigate. Nothing succeeds like success; so far,
the campaign presented to him an unbroken series of success
—of success in the face of almost impossible difficulties and
hardships; what he had done at Amara and at Nasiriyeh,
he was prepared to do again at Kut—and finally, on the
flood-tide of success, the Expedition would be carried to
Baghdad.
Accordingly, on August 23rd, General Townshend, com-
manding the 6th Indian Division, was given instructions to
effect " the destruction and dispersion of the enemy . . . and
" the occupation of Kut ..." From these and other instruc-
tions he appears to have understood that he was at liberty to
follow the Turks into Baghdad, though it is not clear whether
this was his commander's real intention or not. (At all
events, on September 6th, General Nixon received a definite
order from the Commander-in-Chief in India that he was
not to operate beyond Kut without permission.)
On September 1st, General Townshend commenced his
forward concentration at Ali Gharbi, and for the first time in
the campaign all three brigades of his Division found them-
selves together. On September 19th, the 6th Division, having
marched day by day in the early hours of the morning-—be-
tween dawn and 0830 hours (on account of the heat, which
rose to 110°-1£0° during the middle of the day)—reached
Sanniyat, about sixteen miles below Kut.
The Turks occupied a strong position astride the river at
Bs Sinn, their force consisting of five or six thousand infan-
try, supported by twelve field guns, in well sited, and well-
wired trenches, with good command of an extensive field of
fire. General Townshend planned to attack this position by
leading nut ud Din, the Turkish Commander, to expect
envelopment on both flanks—the tactical plan which had
been so effective at Nasiriyeh—while really aiming the
decisive blow against the left, which was more favourable
for his purpose.
On September 27th, therefore, he opened the battle by
advancing against the enemy's right on the right bank of
the Tigris., and by nightfall on the 28th, the advance had

